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St.  Martin United Church of  Christ  

 Sunday, March 11, 2018 

 Rev. Terry Minchow-Proffitt, Interim Minister 

Linn Wiley, Pianst 

                 

*If able, please stand. 

Centering Words 

Our Lenten Season is devoted to exploring Jesus’ Seven Words from the 

cross. Please focus your mind and heart on today’s word: “My God, my 

God, why have you forsaken me?” This cry may cause us to tremble, but 

rightly understood, it brings the most comfort, it plumbs the great depths. 

 

Prelude 

*Call to Worship   

O give thanks to the Lord, who is good; God’s steadfast love endures 

forever. 

*Hymn of Adoration         “O How He Loves You and Me”    #270  

 

Call to Confession 

This is the judgment, that the light has come into the world, for people 

loved darkness rather than light because their deeds were evil. Let us 

uncover our sin before the liberating light of Christ. 

 

Unison Prayer of Confession 

Merciful God, we confess the folly of our sin and the hypocrisy of our 

complaints. We grumble about the evils in our world, even as we 

commit injustices and profit through deceit. We fret about the 

scarcity of resources while hoarding earth’s good and cheating the 

poor. We protest the problems of our world, but we do not actively 

work to address them. Merciful God, expose our sins before the light 

of your grace. Heal our sin and free us that we may know the joy of 

eternal life in Jesus Christ, in whose name we pray. Amen. 

  

Declaration of Forgiveness 

Indeed, God did not send the Son into the world to condemn the world, but 

in order that the word might be save through him.   

In the name of Jesus Christ, you are forgiven. 

Thanks be to God. 
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Greetings and Announcements 

 
Sharing of the Peace 

 

Children’s Time   “Jesus Loves Me”          

As the children come forward, they are invited to place their offering in 

the small church at the front of the sanctuary. 

 

Prayer Hymn         “In the Cross of Christ I Glory”  #264 

 

Prayer and Praises of the People  

Pastor: Lord in your mercy, 

People: Hear our prayers. 

The Lord’s Prayer  (“Debtors” Version) 

 

Worshiping the Lord with Tithes and Offerings  

* Offering Response  “Doxology” 

*Unison Offertory Prayer 

Gracious and giving Lord, as we draw close to the cross of your love, 

we are drawn to give our lives in love to your world. May these gifts 

help bring healing and convey your love. May this offering be used to 

further the good news of your suffering love, a love that will not let us 

go. Amen. 

 

Choral Selection          St. Martin Choir 

 

__________________________________________________ 

 

Affirmation of Ministry 

 
Would the new church council and leadership please come forward at this time? 

 

Cheryl Patton, I invite you, as a new Deacon at St. Martin, to 

step forward and be seated here at the front of the sanctuary. 

To Cheryl:  Cheryl, do you promise to exercise your ministry diligently and 

faithfully, showing forth the love of Christ? 

Cheryl: Relying on God’s grace, I do. I promise to do my utmost to bear and 

share Christ’s grace and truth through this body of Christ. 
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To the Church Leadership: Would the other members of our council please 

gather around and lay your hands upon Cheryl? 

Church Leadership: We lay our hands upon you, Cheryl, for the position of 

Deacon. May the Holy Spirit strengthen you as you serve. May you be 

equipped with everything good and wise to do God’s will. Cheryl, receive the 

authority and grace to execute the office of Deacon in the name of Christ. 

Amen 

 

To the Congregation:  Members of St. Martin, you have heard these promises of 

our sister Cheryl Patton, and you have witnessed the blessing of our leadership 

upon her calling as a Deacon. Let us affirm our intention to serve alongside 

Cheryl. If this is your desire, please stand and give witness to the commitment we 

now make:  Together, Lord, with grateful hearts… 

Congregation: We promise, Cheryl to love you, to honor your leadership, and 

to assist you. Together, may we be a faithful church of Jesus Christ. Amen. 

 

Pastoral Prayer 

God, we are grateful for Cheryl’s willingness to serve in this way. You have 

called her as your servant and she has responded in faith. May we do all we can 

to support and empower  her leadership. May your very presence bless, keep and 

guide her. May her example inspire and encourage us all to follow and love 

Christ with deepening compassion and delight. Amen. 

__________________________________________________ 

 

The Written Word:        Mark 15:33-39 

When it was noon, darkness came over the whole land until three in the 

afternoon. At three o’clock Jesus cried out with a loud voice, ‘Eloi, Eloi, 

lema sabachthani?’ which means, ‘My God, my God, why have you 

forsaken me?’ When some of the bystanders heard it, they said, ‘Listen, he 

is calling for Elijah.’ And someone ran, filled a sponge with sour wine, put 

it on a stick, and gave it to him to drink, saying, ‘Wait, let us see whether 

Elijah will come to take him down.’ Then Jesus gave a loud cry and 

breathed his last. And the curtain of the temple was torn in two, from top 

to bottom. Now when the centurion, who stood facing him, saw that in this 

way he breathed his last, he said, ‘Truly this man was God’s Son!’ 

 

The Spoken Word  “My God, My God…” 
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Silent Reflection 

 

Only the power of God is greater than the power of sin. In the cross of 

Christ, God has broken it. Released from sin’s grip, let us reach out to 

some person or some group that has need of a helping hand from us. 

 

*Departing Hymn “Hallelujah! What a Savior!”  #301 

 

Blessing 

 

Benediction   “Threefold Amen” 

 

Postlude 
 

 

In our Thoughts and Prayers: Homebound:  Virginia Ahlvers, Hazel 

Rose, Joan Roth; Health Issues: Mary Ann Potthoff, Sheila Zagarri, Judy 

Cope, Ruth Hart, Dee St. Clair, Michael Patrick, Sondra Thee, Keith York. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Connect with St. Martin’s website at www.stmartinucc-hr com. 

Churchline and Bulletins are available for viewing. If you have a 

suggestion or a question for Council, please leave a note in the suggestion 

box located in the narthex. 
 

 

         

 
 

 

LEADERS TODAY       9:30 am 

Ushers:   Marie Gates     

      
Reader: Gerri Malone                                                    Greeter:  Don Self 

Nursery:    Children’s Church: 

 

Attendance for March 4:   52     
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THIS WEEK: March 11– March 17 

Today 

Monday 

Tuesday 

Wednesday 

Next Sunday 

 

9:30AM 

7:00 PM 

7:00 PM     

7:00PM 

8:20 AM 

9:30AM 

 
 

Worship & Children’s Church 

Stewardship 

Council Meeting 

Book Study 

Fellowship Hour 

Worship & Children’s Church 

 

SANCTUARY FLOWERS: In honor of Drew’s birthday from Johnny 

and Alberta Lewellen. 

BULLETINS: In memory of Cindy Gunning from Beverly Dautenhahn. 

NEXT SUNDAY we will receive the One Great Hour of Sharing 

Offering. 

BOOK STUDY: continues at 7:00 p.m. on Wednesday evening. We will 

be looking at the last chapter of the book. See Grace after worship to 

receive your book if you don’t have one. 

EASTER BASKETS: The St. Martin Sunday School Kids (SSK) would 

like to continue to help Feed My People during the Easter season by 

donating Easter baskets filled with gifts and candy. We need donations of 

Easter baskets, grass, individually wrapped candy, and small gifts. The 

deadline is Palm Sunday, March 25th when the kids will put the baskets 

together and deliver them to Feed My People. 
EASTER LILIES: It’s time to order your lily for Easter. There is an 

order form in the narthex. The last day to order is March 18. 
NURSERY:  Nursery is now available for children to go to immediately 

following children’s time.   

DONATION: You can make a donation through our website at 

www.stmartinucc-hr com. Click on “Members” at the top of the page for a 

donation link, photo gallery and other resources. 
SCHNUCK’S SCRIPTS: are available in the narthex.  St. Martin receives 1-3% 

profit from this fundraising effort. 

SHOP N' SAVE- scripts are available from Ginger. St. Martin receives 5% 

profit from this fundraising effort. 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY: Frankie Small (3/15) 

ANNIVERSARIES: Wes & Brenda Phye (3/14) 
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