
 



 
St.  Martin United Church of  Christ  

 Sunday, December 9, 2018 

 Rev. Terry Minchow-Proffitt, Pastor 

Kelly Krener, Pianist 

             

*If able, please stand. 

Call for Presence 

When someone we love comes to visit—when a child returns home for a 

holiday or an old friend from far away finally comes to town—we are full 

of anticipation and prepare to receive our guest with joy. So it is with 

Advent, the season set aside by the ancient Christian communities to 

prepare for the mystery we are about to celebrate at Christmas: the 

arrival of God with us, God incarnate.  

 

Prelude 

 

*Call to Worship      Don and Grace Self 

 

We gather before the Second Candle of Advent. 

This is our Candle of Peace. 

In Christ we have this gift, a peace that surpasses all understanding. 

(The second candle is lit.) 

May this quiet flame of Christ’s peace 

burn with patient and hopeful resolve throughout our lives and our 

world. Amen. 

 

*Hymn of Adoration    “Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus”     #153 

 

Call to Confession 

Let us trust in God’s love for us and confess our sin, confident in God’s 

mercy. 

 

Unison Prayer of Confession 

Refining God, you have sent us prophets and we have not listened.  

We have not always determined what is best or made way for your 

reign in our lives, our church, and our society. Forgive us, we pray, 

and renew your covenant within us, for the sake of Jesus Christ our 

Lord. Amen. 
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Declaration of Forgiveness 

If we repent, God is sure to forgive us. The One who began a good work 

in us will bring it to completion. Know the peace of God’s mercy! Amen. 

 

Greetings and Announcements Donna Goede, Council President 

 

Sharing of the Peace 

 

Children’s Time   “Jesus Loves Me”           #437 

As the children come forward, they are invited to place their offering in 

the small church at the front of the sanctuary. 

 

Hymn         “Make Me a Channel of Your Peace”  #587 

 

Prayer and Praises (See insert) 

 

The Lord’s Prayer  (“Debtors” Version) 

 

Worshiping the Lord with Tithes and Offerings  

* Offering Response  “Doxology” 

*Unison Offertory Prayer 

     God of all right paths, receive these gifts of gratitude, the offerings 

of our lives. Purify them with your refining fire so that they may serve 

your purposes and shine with your glory; through Jesus Christ our 

Lord. Amen. 

 

Choral Anthem     St. Martin Choir 

The Written Word:      Luke 3:1-6   

In the fifteenth year of the reign of Emperor Tiberius, when Pontius Pilate 

was governor of Judea, and Herod was ruler of Galilee, and his brother 

Philip ruler of the region of Ituraea and Trachonitis, and Lysanias ruler of 

Abilene, during the high-priesthood of Annas and Caiaphas, the word of 

God came to John son of Zechariah in the wilderness. He went into all the 

region around the Jordan, proclaiming a baptism of repentance for the 

forgiveness of sins, as it is written in the book of the words of the prophet 

Isaiah, 
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‘The voice of one crying out in the wilderness: “Prepare the way of the 

Lord, make his paths straight. Every valley shall be filled, and every 

mountain and hill shall be made low, and the crooked shall be made 

straight, and the rough ways made smooth; and all flesh shall see the 

salvation of God.” ’ 

     The Word of the Lord. 

     Thanks be to God. 

The Spoken Word “Turning from Power to Peace” 

 

Silent Reflection 

For Jesus, peace seems to have meant not the absence of struggle, but the 

presence of love. 

 

*Departing Hymn     “Let There Be Peace on Earth” #614 

 

*Blessing 

 

*Benediction   “Threefold Amen” 

 

Postlude 
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LEADERS TODAY       9:30 am 

Ushers:   Marie Gates     

      

Reader: Grace Self                                      Greeter:  Fred Dishner 

Attendance for December 2: 69 



THIS WEEK : December 9 -- December 15 

Today 

 

Monday 

Tuesday 

Saturday 

Next Sunday 

 

9:30AM 

10:45 AM 

7:00 PM 

7:00 PM 

9:00 AM 

8:30 AM 

9:30 AM 
 

Worship & Children’s Church 

Adult Class 

Stewardship Meeting 

Council 

Caroling 

Fellowship Hour 

Worship & Children’s Church 

 

SANCTUARY FLOWERS: Sponsored by Cheryl, Harrison, and Darrin 

Patton. 

ADULT CLASS concludes today following worship. 

POINSETTIAS: Order forms are due TODAY. 

PLEDGE CARDS  may be turned in today. There are cards available in 

the narthex. 

CHRISTMAS FUND OFFERING will be collected today. An envelope 

is included in the bulletin. 

DATES TO REMEMBER:    December15 Caroling 

                 December 16 Christmas Program 

                December 24 Christmas Eve Worship 5:00 

  December 29 Non-Trad. Service & Lunch 

ANNUAL REPORTS DUE  December 26. 

ADOPT- A-FAMILY: Our church prepares baskets for 5 families as part 

of the Feed My People Adopt-A-Family program. We need all 

nonperishable food items, paper goods, health care products, and a small 

gift for each family member. This year we have 15 family members. We 

will pack these baskets on December 16th after the Christmas party. Please 

consider helping with this project. 

NURSERY: Nursery is available immediately following children’s time.   

DONATION: You can make a donation through our website at 

www.stmartinucc-hr com. Click on “Members” at the top of the page for a 

donation link, photo gallery, and other resources. 
SCHNUCK’S scripts: are available in the narthex.  St. Martin receives 1-

3% profit from this fundraising effort. 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY: Evelyn Long (12/11), Syble Self  99 (12/14) 

 

 

Connect with St. Martin:  Address: 3229 High Ridge Blvd., High Ridge, 

MO  63049.  Phone Number:  636-677-5602.  Website: stmartinucc-

hr.com. Churchline and bulletins are available for viewing. 
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Prayers and Praises 

 

Merciful God, you call us to be alert and alive to your coming Presence. 

You encourage us with signs of your coming and urge us to keep watch. 

Watching and waiting, we pray for this world that needs your saving 

power. 

 

For nations at war,  

Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

For all who suffer from violence, in the streets or in their homes, 

Lord, in you mercy, hear our prayer. 

For all who live in worry, loneliness, or fear, 

Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

For all who have forgotten your path of righteousness, 

Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

For those who need to hear of your rescuing love, 

Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

 

Lord, for these specific concerns that we carry in our hearts . . . 

(Please feel free to mention any concerns you may have.) 

 

Lord, for these praises in our hearts . . . 

(Please feel free to mention any praises you may have.) 

 

Now, by the power of your Spirit, make us ever more faithful. May your 

peace, your gentleness, and your strength accompany us wherever you 

take us, filling us with your hope. 

 

Now, let us pray as Jesus taught us, Our Father . . . 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Prayer Concerns 

December 9, 2018 

 

Homebound: Virginia Ahlvers, Hazel Rose, Dee and Dave St. Clair, Joan 

Roth 

Ongoing Health Issues: Mary Ann Potthoff, Judy Cope, Ruth Hart, 

Michael Patrick, Joy and Nick Coffey, Cathy Hartig 

Surgeries and Recovery: Cory Callahan, Terri Rose, Dottie Varner’s 

mother, Lil Garig (a broken leg) 

Cancer: Steve Burner, Rhonda Crawford, Treva Singleton Teri Finan’s 

niece Molly Dignan (leukemia), Colleen Ramatowski, Warren McGraw, 

Ed Holke, Jordan Jeffries (8 year-old, brain cancer), Sandy Earlywine 

Grieving: York Family (loss of Keith), Hussung Family (loss of Marsha), 

Reeves Family (loss of Carol), Murphy Family (loss of Allen), Richardson 

Family (loss of Matthew), St. Anthony Family  (loss of Jamie Schmidt) 

Other Concerns: 

Mike Dickey, care for his parents 

Kelly and Steven Dunn as they adopt a child from the Ukraine 

For the rising hatred and division our nation  

Dale Oetjen 

California wildfires recovery 

Family of President George H. W. Bush 

Earthquake in Alaska 

LaVerne Meyer 

Mary Sanders 

Tyson Fagala 

 


