
St.  Martin United Church of  Christ  

 Christmas Eve Service 2018 

 Rev. Terry Minchow-Proffitt, Pastor 

Kelly Krener, Pianist 
 

Centering Words 

 Welcome to St. Martin’s candlelight celebration of Christ’s birth. You 

should have received a candle with tonight’s bulletin from one of our 

ushers. We invite you, during our Sharing of the Light, to light your candle 

then light the candle of the person next to you. Christ is our Light, and this 

light lives in our lives and our world. No matter the darkness, Christ is 

with us, and the darkness will not overcome it. Merry Christmas! 

 

Prelude 

 

*Call to Worship    The Small Family 

Behold! I bring good news for all people. Unto us a child is born this    

night, a Savior, Christ the Lord. 

The Christ Child, the true light which enlightens all, is born in our 

midst. 

 

(The Lighting of the Christ Candle.) 

 

 This is the One we’ve been waiting for. The Word became flesh and lives 

among us, 

and we have seen his glory, full of grace and truth. 

 God is with us! Amen. 

 

Carol   “Joy to the World”    #179 

 

Greeting 

 

Responsive Christmas Prayer 

Eternal God, from the heavens to the poverty of a stable, your radiant light 

shines forth in a  tiny baby wrapped in rags; 

such humble Love astounds us. 

In Jesus you have become one with us that we might become one with 

you. 

Open our hearts to receive his love that he may be born in us, and we 

in him, through Christ our Lord. 
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Sharing of the Peace 

 

Carol    “The First Noel”    #229 

 

Worship the Lord with Tithes and Offerings 

*Offering Response  “Doxology” 

*Offertory Prayer 

     Gracious God, we offer our gifts knowing that you are with us. Use 

them and use us to spread your love. Shine through our very lives as 

the very beams of faith, hope, and love. Amen. 

 

Anthem      St. Martin Choir 

 

The Written Word     Luke 2:1-20 
In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the world 

should be registered. This was the first registration and was taken while 

Quirinius was governor of Syria. All went to their own towns to be registered. 

Joseph also went from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to the city of 

David called Bethlehem, because he was descended from the house and 

family of David. He went to be registered with Mary, to whom he was 

engaged and who was expecting a child. While they were there, the time 

came for her to deliver her child. And she gave birth to her firstborn son and 

wrapped him in bands of cloth, and laid him in a manger, because there was 

no place for them in the inn. In that region there were shepherds living in the 

fields, keeping watch over their flock by night. Then an angel of the Lord 

stood before them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they 

were terrified. But the angel said to them, ‘Do not be afraid; for see—I am 

bringing you good news of great joy for all the people: to you is born this day 

in the city of David a Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord. This will be a 

sign for you: you will find a child wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in a 

manger.’ And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly 

host, praising God and saying,  

‘Glory to God in the highest heaven, and on earth peace among those whom 

he favors!’ When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the 

shepherds said to one another, ‘Let us go now to Bethlehem and see this thing 

that has taken place, which the Lord has made known to us.’ So they went 

with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the child lying in the manger. 

When they saw this, they made known what had been told them about this 

child; and all who heard it were amazed at what the shepherds told them. But 

Mary treasured all these words and pondered them in her heart. The 

shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all they had heard and 
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The Spoken Word  “God with Us!” 

 

Silent Reflection 

 Isaiah names the one who will come to rule: Wonderful Counselor, Mighty 

God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. Do these names for God, made 

known in Jesus Christ, describe your own experience of God? Is there a 

particular time when God seemed especially near to you as one of these 

names? This Christmas Eve, as you reflect on the circumstances in the 

world, which name for God would you choose to call upon in prayer? 

 

*Carol   O Come, All Ye Faithful”   #182 

 

Sharing of the Light      “Christmas Blessing”   By Howard Thurman 

I will light Candles this Christmas. 

Candles of joy despite all sadness, 

Candles of hope where despair keeps watch, 

Candles of courage for fears ever present, 

Candles of peace for tempest-tossed days, 

Candles of grace to ease heavy burdens 

Candles of love to inspire all my living, 

Candles that will burn all the year long. 

 

Carol         “Silent Night, Holy Night”   #186 

 

*Benediction    

May Christ be your light, this night and forevermore. Amen. 

 

 

 

Thank you for worshiping with us this 

 Christmas Eve.   

May you and your family have a joyous and peaceful Christmas 

and a Happy New Year! 
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