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Friends, 

 

Way back in the Paleolithic period of the 70s and early 80s, I read economist 

E. F. Schumacher’s classic Small Is Beautiful.  Subtitled “Economics as if 

People Mattered,” the book is a collection of essays that champion small, 

appropriate technologies that  are more humane, empowering, and sustainable 

than those that follow the tendency to view “bigger as better.” 

 

My thirty-plus years in pastoral ministry have been spent in small churches, 

some smaller than others. I have always been drawn toward the small that is 

beautiful, to doing church as if people really matter.  

 

God’s Spirit dwells in all sizes of churches. God’s kingdom is marvelous and 

varied in size and style. However, in our culture it’s far easier to assume that 

big churches necessarily are more successful or effective just because they 

have more—more programs, more people, more staff, more money. The 

blessings are far less obvious in a small church, but we need to remind 

ourselves of how real and rich they are. 

 

The typical church in America today averages about 75 in worship. We average 

around 60 or so, so St. Martin is right there in the mix. In a church our size, 

small church expert Karl Vaters observes, there are three specific areas we all 

share. 

 

I. Our Biggest Need: Encouragement 

 

In our “bigger is better” culture, it’s vital that we encourage one 

another. We may have limited resources but we should never run short 

on encouragement. Every year more and more churches close, and 

many discouraged small church pastors leave the ministry. We must 

be vigilant about keeping our eyes on the prize: we’re making a 

difference; we are not to be looked down upon; we’re being prayed for; 

we have each other and God to turn to; and we all have as much to 

offer as we have to learn. In other words, despite our limited resources, 

God surrounds us with such abundance. 
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II. Our Biggest Blessing: Relationships 
 

Small churches are not necessarily friendlier than larger churches. 

Still, we do have certain opportunities for connection because we are 

smaller. People can be known by name by almost everyone. You’re 

more apt to be missed. And your absence is more likely to mean 

something. Also, children and youth are more likely to have the same 

person teaching them every year. Anonymity has its advantages, but if 

you’re looking to know and be known, a small church is the place to 

be. Now, such closeness and mentoring doesn’t simply happen 

because we’re small, but we do have a unique shot at encouraging, 

fostering, and nurturing these gifts. The healthier our relationships 

are, the better our chances. Love is the litmus test. 

 

III. Biggest Opportunity: Discipleship 

 

Our culture tells us that the great churches are based on big 

programs, beautiful buildings, and big-name preachers. But Jesus 

didn’t teach this. Jesus focused on the life he shared with his 

disciples, those who felt led by God to follow him. Jesus, through his 

friendship, example, teaching, and prayer, led his disciples to connect 

with God and each other in a way that made God’s loving Presence 

authentic and real. The direction Jesus gave his followers informed 

and transformed their lives. For what it’s worth, this is the thing I 

enjoy most about pastoring a small church. I actually have a chance to 

pastor in a personal way. I can engage in hands-on, relational 

discipleship with all who desire such a relationship. Having a strong 

commitment to discipleship is the backbone of a strong, healthy, 

effective church, however big or small. 

 

 

May St. Martin grow in its willingness to trust that small is beautiful. May we 

do church as if people truly matter. May we ask the One we follow to open our 

eyes and hearts to all the minute occasions that come each day to deepen our 

love and encourage one another in Christ. 

 

Gratefully, 

 

Pastor Terry 
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6-02 Acts 16:16-34 
Ps 97 
 

Rev 22:12-14 
John 17:20-26 

6-09 Acts 2:1-21 
Ps 104:24-34 

Rom 8:14-17 
John 14:8-17 
 

6-16 Prov 8:1-4 
Ps 8 
 

Rom 5:1-5 
John 16:12-15 
 

6-23 I kings 19:1-4 
Isa 65:1-9 
 

Gal 3:23-29 
Luke 8:26-39 

6-30 2 Kings 2:1-2, 6-14 
I Kings 19:15-16 

Gal 5:1, 13-25 
Luke 9:51-62 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

9:30 AM 

 

6-02              Cheryl Patton 

6-09              Fred Dishner 

6-16              Shirley Miller 

6-23              ++ 

6-30              Gerri Malone 

 

ADDRESS & PHONE CHANGES 

If you have a new mailing address, home  
phone number, cell phone number, or email 
address, please let the church office know so 
we keep our records current.  Your assistance 
in this is very much appreciated.  If you’re not 

receiving the Churchline in your email, it’s 
because we don’t have your address. 

 

 USHER  SCHEDULE 
 

6-02 Dale Rose  Fred Dishner 

  Kathleen Dishner 

 

6-09 Marie Gates Jim Allemann 

 Rick Bohanon Linda Peterson 
     

6-16 Jim Bauer  Clardean Schmieder 

 Henry Muhrer Linda Port 

 

6-23 Gary Malone Shirley Ogden 

Richard Small Nancy Huck 

 

6-30 Don Self 

 
 
 
Fellowship Hour 

8:30-9:20 

 

6-02 Gary & Gerri 

6-09 Sandy & Esther 

6-16 Johnny& Bert 

6-23 Craig & Glinda 

6-30 Shirley & Donna 

 

 7-07 Jane 

 7-14 Henry & Bobbie 

 7-21 Don & Grace 

 7-28 Gary & Gerri 

 

 

 
 

 

Our Church Mission: 
To be responsible and caring in 
reaching out to all people so that 

everyone may experience the 
unconditional love and grace of Jesus 

Christ as Lord and Savior. 
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09  Jim & Linda Allemann 

15 Kenneth & Kay Diffey 

22 Bill & Lisa Friebel 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please continue to bring your 

rinsed empty cans to the 

church! Every little bit 

helps! Don’t forget also to 

bring your newspapers, junk 

mail and magazines. Please do 

not add aluminum pie tins or 

foil since the center does not 

accept them. Thanks to 

everyone for recycling. 

 

BEST CHOICE LABELS 

 
The Women’s Fellowship is still collecting 
Best Choice labels.  It’s easy—cut the UPC 
label off of any Best Choice product and 
bring them to church. When we collect 1000 
labels, we can send them in and receive 
money. This is one of the ways the Women’s 
Fellowship raises money. We thank you for 
your help. 
 

 

 
 

 02 Carol Weber 

 02 Bill Dautenhahn  

 04 Shirley Miller 

 04 Linda Allemann 

 09 Jill Bennett 

 12 Kay Diffey 

 12 Lisa Friebel 

 14 Sarah Jones 

 16 Sharon Cole 

 26 Ann Radeackar 

 27 Ed Self 

 

 

 

Thanks to those who folded the Churchline in 
May: Frankie, Dick, and Joan. 
 

 

 
 
 
On June 9, 2019 we will be taking an offering for 
“Strengthen the Church”. Through this offering our 
congregation contributes to the continued expansion 
and revitalization of the United Church of Christ.  
Fifty percent of our offering stays in our local 
conference and 50% is sent to the national work of 
strengthening the church universal, through grants 
toward new church starts, inspiring youth and young 
adults into leadership and equipping pastor for 
ministry. We are very proud of our church’s response 
to the bedding given for the COMTREA Safe House. 
Than 
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Please Remember These People  

in Prayer: 
 
 

Homebound: Virginia Ahlvers, Hazel Rose, Dee St. 
Clair, Joan Roth 

Ongoing Health Issues: Mary Ann Potthoff, Judy 
Cope, Michael Patrick, Joy and Nick Coffey, Chris 
Sanna & family, Greg Richardson 

Surgeries and Recovery: Cory Callahan, Sondra 
Thee, Gary Malone 

Cancer: Steve Burner, Rhonda Crawford, Colleen 
Ramatowski, Jordan Jeffries (8 year-old, brain 
cancer), Sandy Earlywine, Scott Morris, Joe 
Lockhart, Cindy Krumm, Kay Schulze Elmore, 
Steven Sigsby, Mary Ann Gross, Kris Weber 

Grieving:  Kirkman Family (loss of Nick), St. Clair 
Family (loss of David), Allen Family (loss of James), 
Hart Family (loss of Ruth), Barth Family (loss of 
Joan), Yeager Family (loss of Paul), Manson Family 
(loss of Dan), Leonard Family (loss of Bob) 

Other Concerns: 

Kelly and Steven Dunn as they adopt a child from 
the Ukraine 
Dale Oetjen 
Kristy Schinzing 
Avery Macaulay 
Autumn Grace Bouldin 
Linda & Glen Ussery 
Delores Brown 
Tucker Gander 
Naomi Dent 
 
 
 

KEYS: 

This past Tuesday the locks were rekeyed for 
the church. If you have a key to the church, 
you will need to turn your old key in and 
receive a new key. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Christian Education launched the new St. Martin 
UCC Kid’s Club for kids aged 3-12 years old.  
On April 19th the first Kid’s Club focused on Holy 
Week and Matthew 28:6. The kids enjoyed an 
interesting Holy Week lesson from Pastor, 
created beautiful yarn art with Gerri, learned to make 
“empty tomb rolls” with Jane, played fun games with 
Alberta, and sang & danced with Grace. 
Glinda, Frankie, Bette, and Jill were also amazing 
leaders to assist the kids during each of these 
activities. 
 
The second Kid’s Club evening was on May 15th, 
2019 and the theme was called the Fruit of the Spirit 
based on Galatians 5:22-23.  
The kids enjoyed singing and Fruit of the Spirit 
lessons from Grace and Pastor followed by cooking, 
art and games. The kids made a Fruit of the Spirit 
pizza during the cooking station and created a 
beautiful Fruit of the Spirit tree at the art station! 
Thanks to all the adult leaders who helped make the 
Kid’s Club successful and to the parents and children 
who participated. 
 
 
 

THANK YOU 

 
A huge thank you to all you wonderful people who 
remembered me with cards, visits and prayers. I 
certainly appreciate all of your love and care.        
Edna Hoefer 
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During the May council meeting we heard the good 
news that all work on the parsonage has been 
completed and paid off. The new lighting for the 
sanctuary has been ordered and donations to cover 
this are coming in nicely.   
The 150th anniversary celebration was well attended 
and many positive comments were heard about the 
many events and the celebration book. Remember 
we have extras for sale, until we run out. 
Council has reserved a pavilion for a July 21 Church 
Picnic at Jefferson County Sports Park. Be looking 
for more information but mark your calendars now! 
Finally a first aid kit has been ordered and will be 
installed in our kitchen for all to use, but please help 
us keep it appropriately filled, so if something is 
used, let others know so more can be reordered as 
needed. Welcome summer! Donna 
 
 

Preschool-May 
 
Our school year ended with a last day picnic and 
graduation ceremony at Jefferson County Sports 
Park. Luke and Christian graduated and both will be 
in kindergarten in the fall--the class of 2032. It was 
beautiful weather and everyone had a great time. 
 
While we ended the year with a healthy bank balance 
for incidentals and payroll for Meckenzie, we are 
considering a fund raising event in the fall to help 
raise funds to get new playground equipment. 
Almost everything in our playground was used when 
we received the items and the recent storms have not 
been kind. Some have cracks and are showing a great 
deal of wear, our playhouse was tumbled over and 
has broken. 
 
We have three students enrolled for fall and hope to 
get at least two more.Spread the word that we will 
accept registration throughout the summer for all 3-5 
year olds! 
We wish a happy safe summer to all! 
 
 

 
 
The Woman's Fellowship group met May 2 with a 
great group of ladies including Gail visiting with us. 
We planned our luncheon for our June 6 meeting that 
will be at Joe Boccardi's in Eureka. We set the date 
for our annual Bargain Hunters sale for Saturday 
August 17 and Wednesday August 21. We voted to 
contribute funds toward the carpeting for the new 
nursery room. We elected officers for our next year 
that begins August 1 with our annual planning 
meeting. All current officers were re-elected. They 
are President Diana Ross, Vice President Gerri 
Malone, Secretary Grace Self, and Treasurer Ginger 
Washington. We set the date for our annual Family 
Banquet for November 9, please mark your 
calendars. More details will be forthcoming. We 
enjoyed devotion, fellowship, and refreshments. All 
women are invited to join us at our next meeting 
Thursday August 1. Also as a special event we are 
going to go to the fund raising event from 1pm to 
4pm on July 14 for Mary's House of Hope. This is 
open to both men and woman and costs $30.00 each. 
There is more information and a sign up sheet on the 
bulletin board with a June 2 deadline as we were 
informed many of the events sell out. 
 
Love to all, 
Diana Ross, President  
 
 
 

 
 
The men met on the first Saturday of the month for 
our breakfast and fellowship. We discussed the 
projects that we have around the church. Weather is 
starting to cooperate so we can put in the patio 
blocks in the front of the church. Don Self is 
working on the new lights in the sanctuary. We will 
be having the luncheon on the 4th Sunday of this 
month. 
God bless. Fred 
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Home 
 

     My home is not a stately mansion, nor 

is it a beautiful palace. But it is old and 

strong. In it I was born, and in it I was 

raised. 

 

     In many a storm it protected me, and 

many were the winter nights when the cold 

north wind blew the snow in fitful gusts 

through every nook and corner of my home 

place and the country round about. It was 

my home that protected me. But 

comparing it with God’s great home, it is 

nothing but a shed to shelter His sheep. 

Our Home with Him is far brighter than 

any worldly home. 

 

     He is Shepherd, Redeemer, and King. 

We are His sheep and He leadeth us from 

pasture to pasture. He is watchful and 

kind. He keeps us from going astray. And 

when that last day comes then He will 

gather His sheep from all parts of the 

world, the sheep that He herded and 

tenderly watched. 

 

     Then first we shall be at home. 

 

   Erwin Peterson 

 

Printed in Evangelical Companion “an 

illustrated paper for children” 

Vol. XV No. 24 

July 15, 1913 

 

 

emorials 

 

 

 
The following individuals donated to 

the St. Martin United Church of Christ 

 
Light Fund 

 
In memory of Ruth Hart 

By Don & Bette Ford 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
SAVE THE DATE 

St. Martin Church Picnic 
 
Date: Sunday, July 21st 
Time:  ?? 
Location: Northwest Jefferson County Sports 
Complex, 2900 Byrnesville Road 
 

 

MM 
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JUNE 2019 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

    
 

  
 

 1 
9 am Men’s Fellowship 

2 
8:30 Fellowship Hour 
9:30 Worship Comm 
Children’s Church 
 

3 
 

4 
 

5 
Bible Study 7:00 
Ephesians 1:1-2 
 

6  
Women’s Fellowship 
11:30  Lunch at Joe 
Boccardi’s 
 

7 8 
 

9 
8:30 Fellowship Hour 
9:30 Worship &  
Children’s Church 
 
Strength the Church 
offering 

10 
 
7 PM Stewardship Mtg 
 

11 
 
7 PM  Council Meeting 

12 
Bible Study 7:00 
Ephesians 4:1, 7 

13 14 
 

15 

16 
8:30 Fellowship Hour 
9:30 Worship & 
Children’s Church 
 
Fathers’s Day 
 

17 
 
Churchline articles due 

18 
 
 

19 
Bible Study 7:00 
Ephesians 1:3-14 
 

20 21 22 

23 
8:30 Fellowship Hour 
9:30 Worship & Lunch 
Children’s Church 

24 
 
 
 
 
 

25 
3 PM Worship Mtg. 
 

26 
Fold Churchline  9AM 
 
Bible Study 7:00 
Ephesians 1:15-23 
 

27 28 29 
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St. Martin United Church of Christ 

PO Box ���� 

High Ridge, MO.  ��!" 

 

 

JUNE CHURCHLINE 2019 

 
 
 
 
 
POSTMASTER: TIME-VALUED MATERIAL 
PLEASE EXPEDITE DELIVERY.     ADDRESS CORRECTION REQUESTED 
THANK YOU!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

St. Martin United Church of Christ 

Worship Time and Children’s Church: 

":�� AM Sunday Morning 

Website:  http://www.stmartinucc-hr.com 

Email:  mailto:stmartinucchr@gmail.com 
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